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Menu for Tonight

• Memories of an Election Analyst
• The continuity of geography in electoral 

contests, and will we see the real impact of 
one-vote one-value boundaries at the 2017 
election

• Malapportionment in the Legislative Council
• Reform of ticket voting for the Legislative 

Council











PR-STV versus List PR

• While categorised as PR-STV, Australian Upper 
House electoral system operate like List PR 
with a highest remainder on the final seats.

• However, preferences mean that the highest 
remainder does not always win.

• Comparing upper house to possible List PR 
outcomes explains the need for change. This is 
best explained using Senate results



Categorising Senate Seats

• Filled Quotas – Senators elected on initial 
counts.

• Highest remainder – Senators elected having 
started with the highest partial quota.

• Trailing Wins – Senators elected who were not 
highest remainder winners

• Parties passed – the number of parties passed 
by a party with a lower partial quota.



Comparing PR-STV to List PR
Election Filled Quotas Highest 

Remainder
Trailing Wins Parties Passed

1984 33 7 2 2

1987 61 7 4 4

1990 28 7 1 1

1993 30 3 3 4

1996 28 7 1 1

1998 24 8 4 4

2001 25 6 5 6

2004 29 6 1 3

2007 27 8 1 2

2010 27 7 2 4

2013 21 6 9 32

2016 52 17 3 6



Why  so Many Parties Passed in 2013

• Ricky Muir (VIC) – 0.5% of vote but received 
100% of ticket votes from 19 parties, only 6% 
from same parties below the line.

• Wayne Dropulich (WA) – 0.2% of the vote but 
received 100% of preferences from 18 parties 
but only 13% from same parties below the 
line.



The 2016 changes

• Divided ballot paper retained, above the line 
votes for parties, below the line for 
candidates.

• Group ticket votes abolished and full 
preferential voting BTL ended.

• Ballot paper suggested up to 6 preferences 
above the line and 12 below.

• Very generous savings provisions.
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