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2012- Low SES Schools

Higher education age groups: 17-24 not growing
as strongly in the Rockingham/Kwinana/Peel

catchment
School leavers unlikely to have direct entry to
university.
Year 12 Graduations high BUT
High number of students not in the ATAR
stream
Aspirations are OK - Good (67%)
Low student educational attainment — Cert 2’s
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Presentation Notes
So back in 2012 there were less students in the region studying ATAR subjects which allowed them direct entry into university.  The desire to go to university post high school was high in fact our research where we have surveyed students from 2013 to 2016 shows about 2/3 of students say they they are asked to rate the statement I want to go to university, they indicate very true or true for me (6 point scale).





TAC Applications - Propensity to Apply by State

2011 - 2015

State & Territory 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
NSW/ACT 59.4% 61.1% 61.5% 60.2% 59.9%
VIC 69.7% 73.1% 67.4% 68.3% 67.1%
QLD 49.7% 50.3% 51.0% 50.4% 50.9%
WA 48.5% 49.6% 49.8% 51.4% 47.6%
SA/NT 56.3% 65.4% 64.2% 66.2% 65.9%
TAS 59.8% 62.2% 63.2% 61.1% 59.4%
Total 58.5% 60.8% 59.8% 59.7% 59.4%
Notes:

Propensity to apply is calculated by dividing the number of current Year 12 home state
applicants aged 20 or less by number of Year 12 students aged 20 or less in each state and
territory

Source:
Ravi Ravindiran (updated May 2016)
Performance and Analysis Section | Economic and Market Analysis Branch

Research and Economic Group E! MurdOCh

Australian Government Department of Education and Training N UNIVERSITY
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Presentation Notes
We have yet to add the 2016 data, TISC complete in early May. Discuss WA situation and the near 20% capacity gap between WA and Vic and SA.
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College top of the
class in first year

Low-SES Situation

JOHN Tonkin College stu-

1y, a child born in 2013 will

dents excelled in recent costonaverage $286,000 in -

Year 12 WACE exams, Perth and $198,000 in re- 1 M e d 1an ATAR

achieving both the high- gional areas. L]

est average ATAR score Education Minister

and the most students to  Peter Collier said parents

achieve the WACE. should have choice when
John Tonkin College it came to their child’s ed-

pri ﬂﬂipﬂé g]ﬂtheglilfllﬁ Shep- yeation.

herd said the results were “One of the advantages 2 C I t

fantastic. e ; of WA’s education system - u u re
“"Ofcourseitispleasing i that parents are able to

and a celebration for us,”
she said.
“Especially after our

choose the system best
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said.
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“As an Independent Parents which is made
Public School, we havea Aafterconsideringavariety
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business plan and the tar- emic performance and the
gets we have set have defi- culture of a scheol,” he
nitely shown that.” said. ,
The results were an- “It is encouraging to
nounced as the Australian 5ee that students at John

Scholarships Group re-
vealed the cost of educat-
ing a child privately in
WA.

Although WA is one of
the most affordable States
to educate a child private-

Tonkin, an Independent
Public School, performed
well in last year's exams.
Students at a number of
public schools across the
State achieved exception-
al results.”

John Tonkin College principal Cather-
ine Shepherd.

dAT2477

F'1 Murdoch

N UNIVERSITY


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This story in the Coastal Times in Mandurah was to celebrate the success of the public/government school John Tonkin college through its high median ATAR…………….. higher than the private schools.  ATAR and NAPLAN are useful but narrow measures and our community, the media, parents, schools, teachers our university gives them a disproportionate weight.  
(~25% Mothers have attended Uni) 

So this story is supposed to celebrate the success of the college and would have been used to MARKET the school to attract students from the Private schools.
However what is behind the story?  

1. the college was transformed to take all the senior students from the district. So schools like Coodanup College had no students studying ATAR and the school was running on Care and Maintanence. Academic students from year 10 travelled to JTC so you would expect a high number of classes of ATAR. 
2. You would expect as stated by then Minister Collier an academic culture and he states they achieved exceptional results ……………….however JTC had 271 students in their Year 12 group and only 34 of them did ATAR, that is 13%.  ……………………………..Schools became obsessed with getting a high Median ATAR. 
You can see there one school had in their Strategic plan a target to get the ATAR over 75 however they have little understanding of what a median is.  (Curtin put in median slides)  Here they call it the median, an average and a % which are quite different measures. The newspaper calls it an average ATAR score.

So schools and the Media did not even understand what the MEDIAN ATAR was, they called it average and one school in their strategic plan covered all bases with a target of a median, average ATAR as a %. So for this school and schools across the region, especially in Government schools less and less students in this case at John Tonkin 237 students were doing General studies or Certificates and when they left school they have become part of the 26% of young people who are “under attached” not in further education or secured a stable attachment to the labour market.
TAKE HOME message here is that there would be at least another 20% of students (that is another 50 odd students) who desired and were capable of an academic pathway, so they leave school with a Cert 2 or general studies with the a trajectory which could be labelled as ‘under-attached” as a footnote, John Tonkin used what they call the “back door” entry to university with 17 students preparing a portfolio for an application to university.  



Median ATAR — Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank Not an average and not a %o

SENIOR SCHOOL

» Improve the overall median
average ATAR to 75% or above

How does it work?

MEDIAN Numberto  Near
ATAR AVERAGE Uni (>70) Miss
SchoolA| 55 65 65 75 84 84 85 73.3 =4 =2
SchoolB| 45 45 45 75 75 75 76 62.3 =4 =0
SchoolC| 70 70 70 75 75 75 75 72.9 =7 =0
SchoolD| 69 69 69 70 75 77 85 73.4 =4 =3

F1 Murdoch

N UNIVERSITY
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Just let me remind you how median ATAR works it stands for Australian Tertiary Admission Rank so it is a ranking score.
it is used by the media to rank schools to indicate how schools rate but it is flawed.  Schools don’t understand how ATAR works as it is talked about as an average or a percent and in this strategic plan all bases were covered, calling it an average atar of 75 %.

So how does it work.  As you can see here there are 4 schools and each school has the scores ranked.  School A B and C all have a median ATAR of 75 but their averages differ.  School D has an ATAR of 70 but that school has a higher average (just ) than school A and can have 4 of their students offered a place at university similar to A however school B can have 3 students get into a program MU offers during Christmas break called ontrack Sprint.  All students are aspirational as they have during school considered a University pathway and the 3 in school B could be present in an Ontrack pathway. 

The most important point here though is if in school B the 3 students who got 45 were not allowed to study ATAR in an attempt to increase the median ATAR the ATAR would have remained at 75 but 3 students would not have been considering higher education for 2 years.  In our region through studies in the CRC young and well students have been responsible for getting their brothers and sisters to school, they indicate they do night shift to earn money and some even live in a tent. How are they going to get a high median ATAR.


Murdoch’s Aspirations and Pathways

for University Program 2012 — 2016.
MAPA4U

O through building aspirations in schools
and learning links to university the
projects will grow the number of eligible,
willing and able students to attend
university from the region.
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So MAP4U was tasked with building the aspirations and learning links for students to study at higher education.  


MAP4U

Four programs

Building Aspirations — Indigenous mentoring (AIME);
Inspire academy; scholarships; individual pathway plans,
parents as career partners.

Innovative Curriculum — Robotics; Science shows;
Creative Arts, film

University Enabling — TLC after school program; ATAR
preparation;

Big Picture Academies — Halls Head

Compacts (Agreements) School + University
Collaboration > Cooperation
Multiple “touch points” contacts with schools

1 Murdoch
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So to do this we worked with 4 programs. So what ever we did we had this under the umbrella program.
Schools were asked to Collaborate rather than cooperate.  In the past given millions in equity funding but nothing has changed.

Compacts developed with agreements on KPI’s and worked from the school not imposed upon the school by the university.
Multiple contacts – not just a visit to the university.
Many contacts with University mentors and programs to inspire students.
Schools accountable for the KPIS they set and I did end up cancelling one compact with a school as the Principal changed and therefore KPI commitment changed.


MAP4U Collaborations

Shakayla Walley, Year 9
Pinjarra SHS flown to Sydney
to work with Google

Inspire Academy Coodanup
College

Year 12 Graduation at Coodanup
1/2 x ATAR + TLC = Pathway to
University

AIME — Australian Indigenous
Mentoring Program

Year 7 and 8 Day at the
Mandurah Campus

Inspire Academy in
Canberra

1 Murdoch

N UNIVERSITY


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Snapshots of the collaborations, programs given to you and behind each pink square is a story of collaboration. 

Murdoch university Campus has been key to the collaboration process.  For example AIME days on the campus, University enabling programs on the campus.

AIME  - AIME had the days but getting the students to the campus required coordination and support.  Pinjarra students (bus) to campus to participate.  Students turning up to school at 7am in the morning to get to the days.

The university enabling programs mean that if a student does a couple of ATAR subjects (normally need 4 ATAR to get a direct pathway to University) plus 2 hours after school once a week for 30 weeks at the university then and pass with recommendations from school they can pass.  

MAP4U took away barriers like travel.  Not happening now and just heard about a student who couldn’t get transport home and waited and not turned up again.
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Inspiring students

by Amy Martin g0 R | ,_: N

MANDURAH sindents

had a tets of the walking
dead this wesk with the
help of Ausiralian actor
Byles Pollard.

The McLeod's
Danphiers nctor, with the
help  of  Murdoch

Unmersity film sindents o2

and 1 film crew, had
Cocdanup  Commumily
Colleges stondenis aork-
ing, both in front and
behind the camera in the
film Zembieed.

A Murdoch Unversily
community initiative, the
mwis is amed al peitin
children in fthe Mandur
and Rockingham ar=a
imeresisd in the film
indusiry.

“I's about peting the
kids irepird and be part
of the  filmmaking

md show them
that the procss: nseds
commitmen and disci-
plne,” Pollard said

“And_ maybs being @
part of this they will
rethink aboul geing 1o
university amd go inlo
maybs Somathing like

production, cine-
maiepraphy or whatever.

“There is such a broad
base of o pponunites thai
they can o inko”

Follard said even if the
smidenis did not want 1o

leamed could seill have a
positive =fiect on ofher
wpects of fife

“I's also aboul pwner-
ship," Pollard said

*By having an input
wilh:ll:hi:- ﬁlrl:% really -:ﬂ-
abes that

“Thal's not something
you can be taught but
once yeu lzam it iz
great’

Zombiefled is the story
of a group of children
Ei%hling over a jur of
jellybeans in o posi-

alyptic school when
?tware Tawed with a Iifz
or death siuation.

Talented: Actor Myles Pollard with zombds Cylan Br

While the film will
never make it onio the
big screen, studenis and
their families will be ahls
o s== it ol 2 ial
scrsenling al ihe irpth‘gd
a5 well e at the premier
i the Murdoch
University cpsn day on
August 27,

“Hone of them have
been on sst befors”

“50 on fhe first day il
was 1 fitle kit dsunting
fior them bt by the lasi
day they will be beter
;‘:I\:\rs than [ ever will

University Mentors for Robotics
for 2 + years = 2017 Teacher
proficient to run program.

go ima film, what they

University Mentors + Industry
Professionals + School
Students = Interest +
Opportunity+ Aspiration +
Commitment + Discipline

1 Murdoch
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Robotics equipment was supplied to several schools in the regions.  University mentors were added to the equation and we now have feedback from Coodanup college that the teacher is now proficient to teach the new technology to up and coming year 7 and 8 students which has increased their interest in STEM subjects. 
Coodanup also ran the Creative arts initiative where uni mentors and industry professionals worked with school students to make a film which was then shown to the community 
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P Hearley ke ta

the sindenis about bic-

gy and human beciogy,

which coincide  wilh
COC's counes.

view, Wil wel-
lands and Specaes af
bk

Profesor Lyn Bealey

visiled ihe school's

b

mpice Academy stu-

“IEs gresd bo visil this
school because I've been
waiching & prow since I
mm'ﬁu;m:?n 19857 she
said.

“I1's s bmpociani o ged
young people Imoived
with sclence becams WA
Is science central.

“The backbone of Be

<+ Channel 9 News

moures sacir s sci- E e . N
ence, WA i & Blodiversi- . - .

Tl ired by scienoe: Coodanup Community Collsge shudants Tayler
e et 1ot v Ay Lnuginion with sojares advocass Lyn Beaziey.
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Today Morning Show
Naked Scientist

Zombie Film P rbus T o o jo: Al Ml
University and Warnbro C ity High School found their
way out of their boxes and into the hands of the Robotics

club for the first time in week B of Term 4.

The Map4U project endeavours to encourage students to pursue
Science and Engineering at university and will assist our students
in achieving their goals at the end of Year 12

Rabaties club students will spend this year using the new robots,
being mentored by 1st and 2nd year Engineering students
from Curtin and Murdoch, and eventually taking part in the
Lego league - a robotics competition which develops skills in
programming robots and basic engineering principles. Students
will also compete in Robocup Junior in which we have been w
successful in recent years.

New members are always welcome to come along to Robotics
club after school on Thursday afternoons. Students who are
interested in joining the club in 2014 can see their Science teacher
for a permission form. - Mrs Lindstedt

=

i Dot oo i
‘ears 9 and 10 creative arts students. Picture: Jon Hewson v Comnitypncom.au . d420080

STARS AT SCHOOL

FOMBIES are coming to Rock-

to take part in the Murdoch Rings). Pollard said he en-

[ngham and Kwinana,
Safety Bay Senlor High

The schools have enlisted

University creative arts pro-
Ject, which encourages stu-
dents to aspire 0 university
study.

Students will get to work
with a team of industry profes-
sionals including actor Myles
Pollard (McLeod’s Daughters,
Dryty who will direct the
movie and production design-
er Jeremy Shaw (Lord of the

joyed working with the
teenagers.

“The opportunity the
kids have (o star in their oy
film can only motivate,”
said. “It's the kind of expe
ence I wish I'd had in hi

i

The zombie movies will

screened at Murdoch's Op j

Day on August 24.

Piure |

Big Picture

EDUCATION AUSTRALIA


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Media has been fairly active with a large article this week on the abc website and featured on the 720 morning program.


InThe Other Election: Indigenous Students
Inspire - Parliament House
23/12/2013

Shannon Hart-Cole is hoping his speech will
‘e named as one of the top three. ’ :

WAFRNBRO Community High School student Shannon Hart-Cole is one step awav from

having his voice heard in Parliament House after progressing to the final stages of "The Other
Election.”

1 Murdoch
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AIME facilitations enable students to have opportunities they wouldn’t have experienced unless there was a facilitation between the university and the high schools.


»Has the situation improved In
the Rockingham/Kwinana/Peel
Region?
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So has the situation changed.


Did more MAP4U students study ATAR?

Did more MAP4U Students apply to go to
University?

Number of Year 12 Students
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o
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Top line is the number of year 12 students that complete year 12.  Really should be higher as students leave through year 12 but not reported in the stats. Semester 1 numbers higher than Semester 2.  they take it on semester 2 

Around 2000 per year 12 students graduate each year.  Slight decline in 2016 (50 students)

Notice the dip in 2014 it was the half cohort year so intake was for half a year back in 2002 so a smaller cohort went through the school system.  

Interesting is the dip wasn’t as pronounced for number of ATAR students and number of students applying to University because schools still tried to fill their ATAR classes with students. Total number has increased applying to go to university and studying ATAR.



As a Percentage of the Total
Number of Year 12 Students

Percentage

= N W A
o o o o

o

Percent of Total Number of Year 12
Students - MAP4U

% d I =% ATAR

=l—% Apply to Uni

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
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Because of the half cohort it is sometimes easier to see as a percentage of the total number of year 12 students. Increased percentage of students studying ATAR which was a focus advocated for with the DG of education and media articles rather than a concentration on median ATAR scores.

Percentage is reaching that of WA which is around 50% but that is one of the lowest application rates in Australia with Victoria and South Australia having about 66% of their students apply to university.

But what about Government schools.



Did more MAP4U Public school students

study ATAR?
Did more MAP4U Public students apply to

go to University?
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Low numbers of students getting an ATAR and applying to university out of the number of Public school students. 


Public Schools - Studying ATAR

Applying to Uni

Percentage
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Percent of Total Number of Year 12
Students - Public Schools
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Increased percentage of students studying ATAR which was a focus advocated for with the DG of education and media articles 

however the drop off in 2016 was when we were winding down the compacts and MAP4U 

and a % drop in students applying to university and studying ATAR. So this is still public school problem.





Culture Change ?

Directions from Department General of Education

(from Focus Year 12

Increase
Directions for | Attainment Rate university
Schools — ATAR >55 aspirations for
document) and/or students based
completion of on achievement
Certificate 11 or information,
higher especially in
low
socioeconomic

status and

regional areas.

> > ;

2017 Focus - Increase the percentage of senior secondary
students studying challenging levels of mathematics and 1 Murdoch
SCience_ N UNIVERSITY
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So have we had a culture change from the top. The compacts and KPIs have held schools accountable for increasing their ATARS

Robust discussions during COMAPACT development about improving the percentage of students doing ATAR and Low ATAR is better than no ATAR has improved the situation since 2012 however number studying ATAR still low in Government schools, and the department personnel still use the word “back door” to get into university if students are doing anything but ATAR.

The Gap between the 2 lines whereby applications to university being higher than ATAR shows a reliance in low SES schools on TLC as a pathway and Certificate 4s as a pathway to university. There is untapped capacity in this region and ………….

Our universities need to recognise the CAPABILITIES of these students and not rely solely on ATAR.  Capabilities are on the whole not taught in schools but low SES students exit schools with a range of capabilities because of the stressors they experience.  



What are capabilities?

Types of capabilities (also referred to as non-cognitive
skills, enterprise skills, 21st Century skills) include:

critical thinking, problem solving,
creativity, curiosity, interpersonal and
communication skills, self-regulation,
grit, entrepreneurial skills, teamwork and
craftsmanship.

There is a growing evidence base for the power of
capabilities and employers are increasingly seeking
them in young people (Duckworth & Seligman, 2005;
Gray, 2016; Heckman, Stixrud, & Urzua, 2006;
Schleicher, 2016; The Foundation for Young Australians,
2016).

(Torii & O’'Connell, 2017)
1 Murdoch
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So what are capabilities.  They are where students can think creatively, critically solve problems self-regulate and have grit.

Research at Murdoch university within the CRC with a PhD student Bep Unik, in several of our low SES schools indicates that students deal with stressors such as being responsible for getting younger siblings to school, and working night shifts to earn extra income. 
These students from low SES regions develop capabilities not measured in ATAR and have developed different sets of capabilities to high SES students. Our University can tap into to this capacity as we prepare young people for the future of work. 
Many of these capability skills are taught in our university enabling programs, TLC and Ontrack. And when these students get to university they are of the same “value” as ATAR students.
For TLC the students come after school, they have to have grit, they learn to think critically they have to self-regulate to get school work and assignments done, they work in teams of new people from all over the region, similar to OnTRACK. In fact 2 visiting academics from Newcastle University were amazed as to how we could get high school students to do extra work after school.



The Value of Capabilities

Without these broader (capabilities)
measures of educational achievement, the
useful but narrow NAPLAN and ATAR
measures are given disproportionate
weight and, in the case of the tail
wagging the dog, are driving the
priorities of teachers, school leaders and
education departments.

(Torii & O’Connell, 2017)
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Do we as a community value capabilities.  I go back to the median ATAR which drives the culture in many SES schools.

Within our WA community the culture around median ATAR is still strong, and the league tables still feature school ratings based on the Median ATAR.

For the department of Education, and school leaders the ATAR tail is definitely wagging the dog.
I was at a board meeting at Comet Bay College in our region and there was a comment that a Principal in a neighboring school will be in trouble as her median ATAR was low ….but her percentage of students trying ATAR was higher than this Principals school.  However for low SES students studying ATAR is aspirational in itself and I asked around the OnTrack tutors on Rockingham campus and they have students from Warnbro high. Their lower ATAR may have been a result of over 8 hours of work a week which is found to affect school achievement.

Because of the disproportionate weighting that DoE places on ATAR Warnbro high school will have to alter their future practice because of past performance (not current performance of students) they will cut students out of classes if they start to fail to chase the higher median ATAR.  They wont have an opportunity to keep going and the tail will be wagging the dog driving the priorities of teachers, schools and education department.



Does measures of ATAR drive MU
priorities?

A N E
Percentage of Students Acquiring an ATAR Achieving One or More Scaled Scores of 75 or More
D10 ge g @ aled
ber acq o s - 3 = o One Percentape a - g A\ A-. ® ore
0 ores o = = 0
2014 6 1 17%
- - . -
2015 42 5 12%
2016 33 4 12% - .

F NAPLAN - Numeracy
National Minimum ves neW SChOOI y nO ATAR

Standard (NMS) Year7 | Year9 | Year7 | Year9 | Year7 | Year9 but NAPLAN results
Above NMS 73% 75% T2% 79%

At NMS 25% 24% 19% 17% for Year 7 a'nd 9

Below NMS w | w | = indicate their maths

scores are quite
NAPLAN - Numeracy reasonable .

NAPLAN
National Minimum 2015 2016

Standard (NMS
el ik ) Year 7 Year 9 Year 7 Year 9

Above NMS 71% 74% 77% 73%

At NMS 25% 23% 17% 24% These NAPLAN
Below NMS 3% 3% 6% 3% comparable?
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So the slide before indicated that the tail is wagging the dog for schools and the department setting their policies.

I now as Is the ATAR tail wagging the dog for Universities ?  I would say yes.  I do think ATAR is important and we advocate with schools that students study an academically rigorous program but in low SES areas there is a chase on for a high median ATAR. 

I say yes because an email came in just last month about ………..outreach activities between the high schools and the universities.

Outreach activities and engagement can be decided upon by background checking of NAPLAN and ATAR (and low SES schools get caught).  

This is what you get for schools online the Education Department of WA website. A couple of observations firstly that one of the schools School B wasn’t worth engaging with as it had low number of ATARs but the other school was a new school (School B) and even though ATAR hadn’t happened yet they thought school B was a safe bet to work with as the NAPLAN results were good. 

However you need to investigate further or you miss the context which exists in low SES schools.  Here are the NAPLAN results for the other school. Are they not comparable to School B.  Both schools have the capacity to convert the year 7 and 9 students to ATAR study yet in low SES schools this conversion doesn’t happen to the same extent.  Our surveying shows that over 60% of students desire to go to university, they have aspirations however their expectations to go to university decline and that is why you need to consider the context around low SES students.

 Information can be skewed and it is up to university personnel to be better informed about the capabilities and potential in low SES areas.  

So how can universities collaborate with schools.
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EXCLUSIVE

W Bethany Hiatt
Education Editor

get a university entrance

of Information reveal there
were 101 schools where half
the students failed to attain
an Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank last year.

This is up from 100 in 2015
and 96 in 2014,

Of those 101 high schools,
84 were public schools and
17 were private.

exams in at least four cours-

where no student achieved
an ATAR, down from nine
the previous year.

Murdoch University Pro-
vost Andrew Taggart, who

chairs a group looking at
ways to increase the per-
centage of Year 12s going to
university, said outer subur-
ban public schools in disad-

He said even though

difficult subjects.

“A low ATAR is better
than no ATAR in my view,
because kids engage with
harder content,” Professor

More students fail
to get uni scores

Taggart said. “We need the
schools with low ATARs to
improve and grow that
cohort of year 12s eligible
for direct university entry.”

schools were working to

“There are a significant
number of public school stu-
dents studying between one
and three ATAR courses,”
he said.

The number of WA high schools
where less than half of Year 12stu-
dents studied difficult academic
subjects has increased.

Data provided by the Tertiary
Institutions Service Centre under
Freedom of Information laws
shows there were 100 high schools
where less than 50 per centof Year
12s achieved an Australian Terti-
ary Admission Rank last year, up
from 96 the previous year.

Of those, 85 were public schools
and 15 were private, compared
with 82 public and 14 private in
2014. There were nine schools
where not one student got an
ATAR, three private and six public.

Murdoch University acting vice-
chancellor Andrew Taggart, who
has previously deplored the fact
that students in Perth's outer
fringe are less likely than their
peers in affluent suburbs to attain
an ATAR, said the increase was

An increasing number of Just 14 public schools had  vantaged areas were less Education Department concerning. ) increasingits ATAR students from
schools have more than half  more than half their pupils  likely to push pupils to take ~ Statewide services director | He<aid thofirstgodlof abighor 5 per cent in 2012 to 7.5 per cent
of their students failing to attain an ATAR by sitting  ATAR courses. Lindsay Hale said that all five WA vice-chancellors with It was followed by Ballajura

Education Minister Peter Collier

qualify them for university entry
or did not offer more difficult sub-
jects.

Professor Taggart said schools
should aim for at least half of their
students to attain an ATAR.

“It is clear that more WA high
school students should be enroll-
ing in the ‘harder’ subjects in
Years 11 and 12,” he said.

“This is particularly the case for
outer metropolitan schools, typi-
cally in lower socioeconomic com-
munities, where from 0 to 30 per
cent of students enrol in four
ATAR subjects.”

Professor Taggart said schools
in disadvantaged areas that
increased their proportion of stu-
dents with an ATAR should be rec-
ognised as the real high achievers
rather than schools that top tradi-
tional league tables.

His analysis, based on a four-
year trend, shows Mandurah Bap-
tist College ranked first for

Community College, Irene McCor-

score. es, compared with 78 private  students could still get into  raise aspirations and help was to increase the percentage of mack Catholic College and East-
Figures obtained from the  schools. university without an students understand the T TS A o SOty scn Hlly Senjor High School

Tertiary Institutions Ser- There were five schools, ATAR, it was important for benefits of taking ATAR

vice Centre under Freedom three publicand twoprivate, them to attempt the more courses. W

1 Murdoch

N UNIVERSITY


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the past 4 years we have taken every opportunity to advocate for academic rigour.  Low atar is better than no atar and to hold schools accountable for those 20% that are in the middle that if they lived in Victoria or south Australia would be on a pathway to higher education study.

We take every opportunity but every year the LEAGUE tables come out on how you school rates and the median atar is front and centre.
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LEAGUE TABLES

Public school first among elite

Haethany Hiatt Ing schoals for last year based on  School chiefs generally oppose  performing schools at the start of
Education Editor the number of students 1o get WA the release of comparison tables  lastyear
Certificate of Education scores of  because they measure only one  The minimum expectation was
A public school has topped the  75orabove In stage three courses.  narrow aspect of what schools for students to achieve a university
academic league tables for the first  Perth Modern also had thehigh-  offer, but Education Department  admission rank of at least 55 or a
me In seven years as the Educa-  est_median tertlary admisslon  director-general Sharyn O'Neill  vocational certificate 11 or higher.
A
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account,” she sald. “We're talking
about young people and their
future and thelr lives.”

Even though there were just five
public schools in the p 20, similar
o previous years, Ms O'Nelll said
they

ton Department cracks down on  rank of 5.9, which meant half its  welcomed them. and It was
under-performing schools. 187 students achieved a rank high-  “I love the tables this year be  our of in  a great to get top
Perth Modern School the  erthan that. cause we have Perth Modern com-  public schools,” she sald. “Itis not  results from so many students.
State’s only selective academic Theauthority said the only other  ing in at number one,” she sald. acceptable for students to leave Private pirls’ schools Methodist
school — topped comparison tables  time & public school was ranked  Ms O'Neill sald she was also  school with nothing.” Ladles' College and St Mary's
measuringacademic excellencere-  first was Broome Semlor High pleased therehad beenaSpercent  She said just coasiing Was not  Anglican Girls' School ranked
leased yesterday by the School Cur-  School in 2005, improvement In all public schools  goodenough and studentshadtobe  second and third.
riculum and Standards Authority. But that was considered a statls  attalning a basic standard of encouraged to tackle courses that Hale School was the top-ranked
‘The school was firston alistthat  tical anomaly because the school  achievement after she “read the  challenged them. boys" school, dropping from first
ranks the highestacademicachiev-  hadso few students. riot act” to principals of under- “Peopie ought to be called to  last year to fourth.
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the release of comparison tables

because they measure only one
narrow aspect of what schools

offer, but Education Department
director-general Sharyn O'Neill
welcomed them.

“I love the tables this year be
cause we have Perth Modern com-
ing in at number one,” she sald.

Ms O'Nelll sald she was also
pleased there had been a 5 per cent
improvement in all public schools
attaining a basic standard of
achlievement after she “read the
riot act” to principals of under-
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Comment from Sharyn O’Neill says “I love the tables this year because we have Perth Modern coming in at number one” she says.  This is from 2013 and it has taken a long time for this culture to move and every year Perth Modern is paraded as a public school having the highest median ATAR. 
This culture flows to Principals in Low SES schools who try to emulate this feat of Perth Modern despite principals banding together together to put this statement which says they don’t give credence to the league tables.
This year there has been a lot of talk about moving the school and in doing so has opened up debate as to the merits of having an academic school, which has become an elite school. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first group of academic talented students came through in 2012 and after this there was a jump in the ICSEA as the rich determined how to get their children into the school.  The ICSEA a measure of socio economic status and includes parental education, income, location and job 1000 is median and 100 is one standard deviation higher than the normal.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is off the my school website where you can get more informaiton about schools ICSEA.  It takes into account parents occupation, education geographical location and proportion of indigenous students  1000 is the mean 100 is on the bell curve one standard deviation higher.  Once you get to 3 standard deviations higher you are just about at the end.


School Name
. [+) o/ 3 o/ 3
https://www.mys Location ICSEA % . % in bottom |% in Top
chool.edu.au/Sch Indigenous |Quarter Quarter
oolProfile
SCEGGs Sydney - Private 1223 1 1 88
Scots college Sydney - Private 1166 1 1 75
Sydney Grammar |Sydney- Private 1303 0 0 98
Melbourne Girls Mfelbourne- 1184 1 ) 76
Grammar Private
Presbyterian
Ladies College Sydney - Private 1174 1 1 77
Croydon NSW
Geelong Grammar .
Geelong — Private 1154 2 1 70
School
Hale Wembley Downs-| g5l 4 1 76
Private
Christ Church Cla-\remont - 1210| 1 0 86
Grammar School |Private
St Hilda’s Claremont - 1203 1 1 84
Anglican School |Private
Perth Modern ] .
Subiaco - Public 1258 0 0 88
School
Rossmoyne —
Rossmoyne SHS . 1128 0 4 57
Public
Shenton Park -
Shenton College . 1169 0 2 72
Public
Comet Bay Rockingham -
. 1019 2 21 15
College Public
Gilmore College |Kwinana - Public 931 12 52 3
Rockingham -
Kolbe College . 1039 2 15 22
Catholic
Average School 1000] 25 25
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Apologies if you can’t see this slide as there is a fair few numbers but the gist of it is that I googled top schools in Australia and you get a list of Sydney grammar scots college geelong grammar and then top schools in WA.  These schools with Christ Church, Hale school St Hildas all have ICSEAs lower than Perth Modern.
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Rich kids dominate
elite State school

M Bethany Hiatt

Education Editor

Top public school Perth
Modern has more pupils
from wealthy backgrounds
than many of the State's
priciest private colleges,
prompting questions about
how accessible it is to disad-
vantaged students.

Figures on the Federal
Government's My School
website show the proportion
of students in the top quar-
ter for socio-educational
advantage at WA's only
fully academically selective
school has increased signif-
icantly in recent years — up
from 67 per cent in 2012 to
87 per cent last year.

University of Technology
Sydney senior lecturer
Christina Ho, who has
done research on selective
public schools in NSW
and Victoria, attributed the

These public
schools are not
really serving
the public.
Christina Ho

inequality to an increasing
focus on private tutoring.

She said many students
got into selective schools
after their parents spent
thousands of dollars on
intensive tutoring to coach
them for the entry test.

“Tutoring is about getting
ahead, rather than catching
up,” Dr Ho said.

On the My School website,
Perth Modern School scored
an index of community

socio-educational  advan-
tage of 1250, far higher than
the national average of 1000
and a big increase on its
2012 score of 1150.

In comparison, Presbyter-
ian Ladies’ College in Pep-
permint Grove, which
charges $26,000 a year,
scored 1115 and had just
56 per cent of pupils in the
top quarter.

Dr Ho said that the select-
ive public schools were
designed to cater for gifted
children.

“But now you might be
gifted and talented but if
you haven't had that train-
ing in passing the test,

you're unlikely to get a
place,” she said.
“That's obviously not

open to most families, which
means these public schools
are not really serving the
public. They're serving the
people that can afford to

invest that amount of
resources into training their
kids to pass the test.”

Education Department
assistant executive director
of innovation, performance
and research David Price
said private tutoring would
not have a big impact on stu-
dents’ performance in the
test because they did not
have to recall knowledge to
answer the questions.

“The Academic Selective
Entrance Test requires stu-
dents to think critically and
work out solutions to ques-
tions,” he said.

“The test is designed to
discover the potential in stu-
dents, not what they have
learned from their studies.”

department  also
offers scholarships worth
up to $1000 to disadvantaged
students who win a place
in a gifted and talented
program.

0t pasan
prter)

orinioN [EER

Modern plan trashes tradition

[

Wi o sy bt e, i s i e
Ty Ty e Ty = bl

v et ] Siance i b, g i e, e rre S say s s s many

3 ik i ke e

il Y it Wik i e e,

i Mgk yar S e Sl e e g 1 T e s
P e s e it st
i i bbb | eaing e than s D dhiren e kel

e o s i e i oty Tl ek g o et e

orveien L S Seetingy el by the 1 e et g i o e o
ot oo Pt retabbes 0 ik bty

ety bt tho Bt oo, parndt o o Pertifnd ighbs privads W s gt Porhwill .

schert

Sy kL it e Grimae e 5 ™ et o e

ey i S e e Selne S D et

v [ty Eparns ko o

s ek e st They bl e Gt a8 (ko iy 3 P - e s

o - e o o e 0wl Oty o

et Calbog Ao oo Gomermment bt 1 cea
i it it o shend it
FAcrebevgan, P i Band v e i et g, Dl Dt e e i o

=y

ikt gl po
o g o o

B4t s a0

e e v i g bt
Wil eyt e

i care. b By

e o i o kv
ey, o i woek
Py o ke

o e ot M
ks s woripe o

Sl s 28 o
Bkl o i
ey I 1 s o .

Competition heats up
for top school

EXCLUSIVE

B Bethany Hiatt

Education Editor

Demand for places in gifted and
talented programs at WA public
high schools has become so com-
petitive that some parents are
signing up children as young as
seven for academic coaching.

Education Department fig-
ures show the overall number of
students applying for places in
gifted programs has soared 30
per cent in just four years, from
3831 to 4756,

The number of children hop-
ing to getinto Year 7at WA'sonly
fully academically selective
school. Perth Modern, also
increased by 30 per cent, with
1548 students competing for the
225 places available next year, up
from 1187 in 2014.

Even though the department
says coaching will not improvea
child’s chances, private tutors
report growing demand for
entry-test preparation courses.

Rachel Hayes, owner of Clare-
mont tutoring agency My Acad-
emy, said when she started the
business seven years ago she
had about 15 students preparing
for gifted program testing, but

School move fury

M Bethany Hiatt

Perth Modern School par-
ents stunned by WA Labor's
plans to reopen the State’s
only academically selective
school to local students and
relocate its current pupils to
Northbridge are fighting
back.

The Opposition this week
revealed its election com-
mitment to shift WA's most
gifted students to a new
high-rise public school near
Perth train station.

Labor said it would dump
the Liberals’ plan to build a
new college in City Beach,
because reopening Perth
Modern as a regular second-
ary school for 1500 students
would take pressure off
crowded western suburbs
schools.

Lathlain parent Alana
Dowley, who has two sons at
Perth Modern, has started
an online petition calling for
people to object. She said the
school had proved its suc-
cess by achieving outstand-
ing academic results.

“The WA Labor party pro-
poses to take this proven
successful environment at
Perth Modern, where our
most gifted and talented
children can be brilliant but
can also just be kids, and
move these children into the
stifling, adult-oriented CBD
where they can begin their
career in sterile, high-rise
captivity atage 11,” she said.

Ms Dowley said the
school's P&C group was
expected to hold an emer-
gency meeting to discuss
parents’ concerns.

places

Eleven-year-old twins Misree and Rudra Trivedi with their mother Sefal. Picture: Nic Ells

now she had more than 300. “We
start offering workshops from
the beginning of Year 5, she
sald. adding some agencies take
in children as young as Year 2.
Julia Gilmore, who owns Al
Learning in the northern sub-
urbs, said the selection tests dif-
fered from those at school so it
was unfair to put a child into the

exam without some preparation.

“‘l’hzmisachmcﬁ thata gifted
child could miss out to a child
who wasn't so intelligent,
because the other child has been
prepared,” she said.

Misree Trivedi and her twin
brother Rudra sat the public
school entry tests three weeks
agoafter about six months tutor-

ing at A1 Learning. The Year 6
students will find out in July if
they have won a coveted spot at
Perth Modern or their second
«choice Shenton College.

Their mother, Sejal Trivedi,
said they would also sit private
school scholarship exams, but
even if successful, they would
still prefer Perth Modern.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is the story here.  There is talk about moving perth modern.  That isn’t my concern what is my concern is that this is a school for the elite, elite in 2 ways, you are rich to go there, and you have the ability to pay for tutoring so students can tackle the test.  The test as we see seems also to be geared to boys as we see now 152 more boys in this school than girls.  If you look at Rosmoyne it has about equal in boys and girls.  So there needs to be a positive push for students from low SES schools to get into this school.  A Student from low SES areas who gets say 90 on a test and has to also get their brothers and sisters to school each morning is surely more capable than a student who gets 92 and has been tutored on how to do the test.

To finish off i want to talk about how schools can collaborate with universities. 



® . .. .
How can Universities collaborate with

high schools?

MAP4U + Psychology
» 28+ Psych students (4% yr) working in MAP4U

4200 hours of work Interpersonal skills Subject Mentors

Equivalent 112 FTE Communication > Educational
weeks work skills aspirations

28 theses Team work > Self-confidence
Parent and Teacher Self-Regulation > Career reference

Murdoch survey lets Peel parents have their say

engagement

Problem Solving

University

' ﬁm.Murdoch
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
MAp4U  collaborated with the School of Psychology and grew a successful program whereby the small input of non-core work enabled us to gain in leaps and bounds.
It wasn’t all smooth sailing but we engaged with 4th university students and we benefited through them contributing over 112 weeks of work on the project so we increased our capacity to run programs and do the research.  The uni students built up their capabilities and the schools were able to build their students aspirations and expectations to go to university as they interacted with students, teachers and parents. Through this collaboration student and school engagement. In fact Comet Bay College (where we have a high level of research collaboration) had the highest number of first preference applications to Murdoch university in the first round of preferences in early October last year. The collaboration has continued into this year.




2017 - University Collaborations

O 18 post-grad students completing
observational practice in low SES schools
working in classes of psychology (pathway to
future employment)

O 1 PhD student (Uni enabling)
O STEM tutoring COMET BAY COLLEGE
O AT AR W 0 rk Sh Op S i NINIRNINANANARAN M (RO EEREDR

O = Grow Year 12 enrolment



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This collaboration has continued to flourish in 2017 with our non core work generating research collaborations and practice placements.  Our university students are going into Year 12 classes working with students who are studying psychology in high school and the most important thing to think about here is these students are having discussions with the students about their own pathways to university and discussing the future goals and pathways for school students who can see themselves within these young people. A recruitment activity which I am sure will bring a cohort of students into university study.
As well our university students are building their capabilities for future employment.
We have a PHD student in this picture and when he came to the MAP4U program he found it difficult to even knock on our door to ask for something, now he is engaging with the Principal of this school and the students.
All the subject areas you are in are mirrored in schools and you have resources in your university students, if opportunities come along to work in low SES high schools I would think of creative ways to use these opportunities because you can’t rely on recruiting ATAR students alone and there is untapped capacity in these schools. 

as you can see within this snip-it from our local newspaper last month Baldivis has the leading number of people studying online.  So a lot of people are at home studying. 

I have just finished writing the General report which has frequencies of survey questions.  If anyone wants to take a look at a snapshot of what students think about their future goals and what where they think their parents and teachers are pushing them then please email me for a meeting. Thank you questions?
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