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WA Election Results 1993-2017
“Saving the Furniture”

Election Labor Liberal Nats
Indpt

Liberal
Indpt
Labor

Total

1993 24 26 6 1 .. 57

1996 19 29 6 2 1 57

2001 32 16 5 3 1 57
2005 32 18 5 2 .. 57

2008 28 24 4 2 1 59

2013 21 31 7 .. .. 59

2017 41 13 5 .. .. 59
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2017 Election Result

Party (Candidates)
Votes % Votes Swing

Seats
Won

Seat Change 
from 2013

Labor (59) 557,794 42.2 9.1 41 +20

Liberal (59) 412,710 31.2 -15.9 13 -18

Greens (59) 117,723 8.9 0.5 .. ..

Nationals (16) 71,313 5.4 -0.7 5 -2

Pauline Hanson's One Nation 
(35)

65,192 4.9 4.9 .. ..

Australian Christians (45) 27,724 2.1 0.3 .. ..

Shooters, Fishers & Farmers 
(19)

17,317 1.3 1.3 .. ..

Others (123) 51,867 3.9 - .. ..

TOTAL Formal (415) 1,321,640 95.5 1.5 59 ..

Two Party Preferred Vote (estimate)

Labor 733,738 55.5 +12.8

Liberal / National 587,353 44.5 -12.8
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2017 Election vs 2021 Newspoll

Party
2017

Election 
(% vote)

2021 
Newspoll
(% vote)

Change 
(% points)

Labor 42.2 59 +17

Liberal 31.2 23 -8

Greens 8.9 8 -1

Nationals 5.4 2 -3

One Nation 4.9 3 -2

Others 7.3 5 -2

Two Party Preferred

Labor 55.5 68 +12.5

Liberal / National 44.5 32 -12.5
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Leadership – 2021 Newspoll

McGowan
(%)

Kirkup
(%)

Approve 88 29

Disapprove 10 41

Net approval +78 -12

Preferred Premier 83 10

Source: Newspoll 19 February 2021, sample size 1034, online-only, max. error 3%
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Regional variability of swings
2017 election

Region 2PP Swing to Labor (%)

East Metro 12.6

North Metro 13

South Metro 15

South West 11.2

Agricultural 6.6

Mining & Pastoral 8.5

TOTAL 12.8
Source: Ben Raue, The Tally Room, https://www.tallyroom.com.au/41173

https://www.tallyroom.com.au/41173
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Electoral Pendulum (1):
Swing to ALP of 6% = 6 more seats

Labor Seats Liberal-National Seats

Seat Margin Seat Margin

Joondalup ALP 1.0% Hillarys LIB 0.1%

Kingsley ALP 1.2% Dawesville LIB 0.9%

Murray-Wellington ALP 1.8% Geraldton* NAT 1.3%

Jandakot ALP 2.0% Darling Range LIB 3.5%

Pilbara ALP 2.3% Riverton LIB 4.4%

Kalamunda ALP 2.4% Scarborough LIB 5.8%

Bicton ALP 3.5% Kalgoorlie LIB 6.2%

Baldivis ALP 3.7% vs IND South Perth LIB 7.2%

Mount Lawley ALP 4.0% Nedlands LIB 8.1%

Burns Beach ALP 4.3% Bateman LIB 8.2%

Albany ALP 5.9% Carine LIB 10.6%

Balcatta ALP 7.9% Churchlands LIB 11.7%

Southern River ALP 7.9% Cottesloe LIB 14.1%

Wanneroo ALP 8.9% Vasse LIB 14.7%

https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/joondalup2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/hillarys2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/kingsley2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/dawesville2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/murraywellington2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/geraldton2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/jandakot2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/darlingrange2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/pilbara2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/riverton2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/kalamunda2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/scarborough2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/bicton2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/kalgoorlie2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/baldivis2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/southperth2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/mtlawley2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/nedlands2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/burnsbeach2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/bateman2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/albany2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/carine2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/balcatta2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/churchlands2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/southernriver2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/cottesloe2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/wanneroo2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/vasse2021
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Electoral Pendulum (2):
Swing to ALP of 8% = 8 more seats

Labor Seats Liberal-National Seats

Seat Margin Seat Margin

Joondalup ALP 1.0% Hillarys LIB 0.1%

Kingsley ALP 1.2% Dawesville LIB 0.9%

Murray-Wellington ALP 1.8% Geraldton* NAT 1.3%

Jandakot ALP 2.0% Darling Range LIB 3.5%

Pilbara ALP 2.3% Riverton LIB 4.4%

Kalamunda ALP 2.4% Scarborough LIB 5.8%

Bicton ALP 3.5% Kalgoorlie LIB 6.2%

Baldivis ALP 3.7% vs IND South Perth LIB 7.2%

Mount Lawley ALP 4.0% Nedlands LIB 8.1%

Burns Beach ALP 4.3% Bateman LIB 8.2%

Albany ALP 5.9% Carine LIB 10.6%

Balcatta ALP 7.9% Churchlands LIB 11.7%

Southern River ALP 7.9% Cottesloe LIB 14.1%

Wanneroo ALP 8.9% Vasse LIB 14.7%

https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/joondalup2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/hillarys2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/kingsley2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/dawesville2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/murraywellington2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/geraldton2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/jandakot2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/darlingrange2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/pilbara2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/riverton2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/kalamunda2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/scarborough2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/bicton2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/kalgoorlie2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/baldivis2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/southperth2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/mtlawley2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/nedlands2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/burnsbeach2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/bateman2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/albany2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/carine2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/balcatta2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/churchlands2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/southernriver2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/cottesloe2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/wanneroo2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/vasse2021
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Electoral Pendulum (3):
Swing to ALP of 10% = 10 more seats
Labor Seats Liberal-National Seats

Seat Margin Seat Margin

Joondalup ALP 1.0% Hillarys LIB 0.1%

Kingsley ALP 1.2% Dawesville LIB 0.9%

Murray-Wellington ALP 1.8% Geraldton* NAT 1.3%

Jandakot ALP 2.0% Darling Range LIB 3.5%

Pilbara ALP 2.3% Riverton LIB 4.4%*

Kalamunda ALP 2.4% Scarborough LIB 5.8%

Bicton ALP 3.5% Kalgoorlie LIB 6.2%

Baldivis ALP 3.7% vs IND South Perth LIB 7.2%*

Mount Lawley ALP 4.0% Nedlands LIB 8.1%

Burns Beach ALP 4.3% Bateman LIB 8.2%*

Albany ALP 5.9% Carine LIB 10.6%

Balcatta ALP 7.9% Churchlands LIB 11.7%

Southern River ALP 7.9% Cottesloe LIB 14.1%

Wanneroo ALP 8.9% Vasse LIB 14.7%

https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/joondalup2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/hillarys2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/kingsley2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/dawesville2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/murraywellington2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/geraldton2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/jandakot2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/darlingrange2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/pilbara2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/riverton2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/kalamunda2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/scarborough2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/bicton2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/kalgoorlie2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/baldivis2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/southperth2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/mtlawley2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/nedlands2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/burnsbeach2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/bateman2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/albany2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/carine2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/balcatta2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/churchlands2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/southernriver2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/cottesloe2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/wanneroo2021
https://www.tallyroom.com.au/wa2021/vasse2021
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Retiring MLAs

Labor Liberal

Fran Logan (Cockburn) John McGrath (South Perth)

Josie Farrer (Kimberley) Mike Nahan (Riverton)

Janine Freeman (Mirrabooka) Dean Nalder (Bateman)

Mick Murray (Collie-Preston)

Peter Watson (Albany)

Ben Wyatt (Victoria Park)
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MLA gender (im)balance - current

Party Men Women Total

Labor 25 15 40

Liberal 10 3 13

National 5 1 6

TOTAL 40 19 59
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MLA gender (im)balance – replacement 
of retirees, no seats change

Party Men Women Total

Labor 22 18 40

Liberal 10 3 13

National 5 1 6

TOTAL 37 22 59
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MLA gender (im)balance – replacement of 
retirees, 6% swing to ALP (6 seats change)

Party Men Women Total

Labor 25 21 46

Liberal 7 1 8

National 4 1 5

TOTAL 36 23 59
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MLA gender (im)balance – replacement of 
retirees, 10% swing to ALP (10 seats change)

Party Men Women Total

Labor 26 24 50

Liberal 3 1 4

National 4 1 5

TOTAL 33 26 59



WA election 2021

Martin Drum, Notre Dame University



Opposition policy settings
• Transition to renewable 

energy in power 
generation

• Significant investment in 
social housing

• Scrutinising major 
residential development 
projects

• PREVENT “TOTAL 
CONTROL”



Government policy settings

• Keeping WA safe
• War on meth
• Growing a stronger 

economy
• Embracing residential 

development projects



Legislative Council – status quo
Membership: 2017-2021

Labor Liberal Green National One Nation Shooters Lib Dem



Legislative Council – the 
challenge of winning a majority

Electorate WA Labor 

%

Quota Labor 

MLCs 

elected

% for 

extra 

quota

Greens % Greens 

quota

Greens 

MLCs 

elected

North Metro 37.22 2.61 2 42.86 (3) 9.98 0.70 1

East Metro 46.51 3.26 3 57.14 (4) 8.90 0.62 1

South Metro 44.87 3.14 3 57.14 (4) 9.25 0.65 0

South West 36.44 2.55 2 42.86 (3) 7.58 0.53 1

Agricultural 24.00 1.68 2 42.86 (3) 3.60 0.25 0

Mining and 

Pastoral

34.16 2.39 2 42.86 (3) 5.68 0.40 1



REPORTING THE 
2021 WA ELECTION
OR HOW TO DEAL WITH A ‘ROCK STAR’ PREMIER
DR KATHRYN SHINE, JOURNALISM DISCIPLINE LEAD, CURTIN UNIVERSITY



ADVERTISING



The West Australian



WAToday
https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/western-australia/how-unremarkable-mark-became-wa-s-rockstar-premier-20210212-
p5722d.html

https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/western-australia/how-unremarkable-mark-became-wa-s-rockstar-premier-20210212-p5722d.html


The ABC 23/1/21



The West Australian 24/2/21



The West Australian 15/2/21



The West Australian 11/2/21



WAtoday 27/2/21
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The ABC 25/2/21



ABC and WAtoday



The West Australian 2/3/21



The ABC 3/3/21



Watoday 14/1/21



WAtoday 24/2/21



Watoday 10/3/21



The West Australian 11/3/21
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